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I left Coblentz on the Amerongen expedition in late May,
1919, with a military automobile driven by Sergeant T. A.
May, of Los Angeles. The first stop was Antwerp, Belgium,
where the "army" was reinforced by Lieutenant-Colonel
James M. Steinman, adjutant-general at the American mili-
tary base there, and Captain W. L. Bull, of San Antonio,
Texas, attached to the same base. Lieutenant-Colonel Stein-
man was in private life a publisher of Lancaster, Pennsyl-
vania, and was interested in the effort to obtain Mr. Hohen-
zollern's views regarding the Paris desire that he be brought
to trial. Captain Bull had not been in Holland, and grasped
the opportunity to do a little sight-seeing.
We moved out of Antwerp in two military automobiles,
my own and Steinman's, each driven by a uniformed
military chauffeur. Superimposed on the khaki paint of the
two Cadillacs were the army numerals and the letters
"U. S." The party was joined at Rotterdam by Captain S. D.
Clayton, aide to Colonel Weybrecht, commander of the Amer-
ican base there. Weybrecht was former adjutant-general of
Ohio. Clayton had at one time been personal physician to
Pancho Villa in Mexico, with the rank of colonel in Villa's
army.
The addition of Clayton completed the Amerongen "Ex-
peditionary Force," and we moved on to that place.
Amerongen has a delightful little hotel within a stone's
throw of Amerongen Castle. The two cars came to a halt in
front of the hostelry, and the army maneuvered in quest of
food and rooms. These were obtained. Immediately I wrote a
note to Count Carlos Bentinck, owner of Amerongen Castle,
identifying the members of the party, and explaining the
purpose of my visit.
Within ten minutes the Count, a clean-cut, youthful mem-
ber of the Dutch diplomatic service, arrived. His nervousness